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in the context of the quotation from the Holy 

Bible does not mean the absence of conflict; 

rather, it means the freedom from worry and 

hardship, both mental and physical, and in this 

sense it is particularly appropriate to Freema-

sons’ belief in Brotherly Love, Relief and 

Truth.  We, as Royal Arch Masons, have a par-

ticular responsibility to live up to “Peace on 

Earth” in our Chapters and local communities. 

 

It has been my wish for the members of every 

Chapter in this jurisdiction to install and invest 

the officers of their respective Chapters them-

selves, as far as possible; that is, without the 

need to call on Grand Officers to install or in-

vest their opposite numbers.  In the three 

months since our Grand Convocation, I have 

been able to see some of our Chapters at work, 

during their Installation ceremonies, and the 

pride in their work has been evident.  I con-

gratulate all these Chapters, and I look forward 

to experiencing the same during the remainder 

of my year. 

 

Debbie and I wish you, your families and your 

friends, a Very Merry Christmas, and we hope 

that you will rejoice in a Peaceful and Prosper-

ous New Year. 

 

Jeremy Gomersall, 

Grand First Principal 
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Companions: 

 
As I sit in the safety of my home in this multicultural 

country of ours, I cannot fail to be thankful for the 

peace which we, as Canadians take as a normal way of 

life.  This is particularly evident at this time of the year, 

when we are reminded of the message, “Peace on 

Earth”.  It is one which we, as Royal Arch Masons, hear 

regularly at our Convocations but often tend to accept 

as ‘just part of the Ritual’. 

 

It matters not what faith each of us may profess, but 

Christmas is a time for the hope of Peace for everyone, 

and a time to rejoice in the prospect of that Peace.  
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entertainers and sports figures?    

 

As we prepare for the festive 

season, let us take time to re-

flect on how we are practising 

charity in its broadest sense, 

not just at this festive time but 

all through the year.  Is our 

love for the Great Jehovah re-

flected in our love for all of his 

creatures? 

 

 

 May you enjoy a blessed 

Christmas and a happy and 

healthy 2015. 

 

Alan Akehurst 

Grand Chaplain 

coming in the glory of his 

kingdom.  When that kingdom 

arrives, all things will be rec-

onciled in God and we will be 

judged.  When Jesus speaks of 

judgement in separating the 

sheep and the goats (the right-

eous and the unrighteous), he 

speaks not of judgement about 

the major sins of the law – 

murder, theft, adultery or per-

jury – but rather what we do or 

do not do for the least of those 

among us.  Did we feed the 

hungry, give drink to the 

thirsty, welcome the stranger, 

clothe the naked, care for the 

sick and visit those in prison?  

As Masons we are constantly 

admonished to practice charity.  

“And now abideth faith, hope, 

charity, these three; but the 

greatest of these is charity.”  

The word “charity” comes 

from the Latin word “caritas” 

meaning love.  It is the same 

word from which we get the 

word “care”.  Charity has for 

us a greater meaning than sim-

ply giving money so that we 

may get a federal tax deduc-

tion.  It’s about how we love 

one another, even those we 

find difficult to accept.  It is a 

matter of justice, of fairness. 

 

 In our society we tend to see 

justice as retributive 

(punishing) rather than as re-

storative (bringing things back 

to where they should be) or 

distributive (seeing that all re-

ceive a fair share of goods).  

How does a society which 

needs food banks for the poor 

justify paying millions in com-

pensation to chief executives,  

Companions, as we approach 

once again the Christmas season 

with all of its busyness and fes-

tive spirit, let us remind our-

selves of the reason we celebrate 

at this time of year.  For Chris-

tians the birth of Jesus, the 

Christ, marks the event some 

2000 years ago when God sent 

his son to be born of a woman 

and to live and die as one of us.  

Different Christian groups will 

disagree over the primary pur-

pose of the Incarnation and of the 

Birth, Life, Death, Resurrection 

and Ascension of Jesus. For me, 

the main object was, and is, 

God’s revelation of God’s self to 

us.  We are taught in all the vari-

ous bodies of Masonry to look to 

the Volume of the Sacred Law as 

the guide to our faith and the re-

vealed will and word of the Al-

mighty.  God makes known his 

nature through both the written 

word and, as John’s Gospel says, 

the Word made flesh.  Whether 

we read the Hebrew Scriptures or 

the Christian New Testament, we 

discover that the most common 

attribute of the deity is love, 

manifest in compassion and for-

giveness.   The God of the He-

brews was a God who forgave 

them again and again, delivering 

them from captivity, in Egypt 

and in Babylon.  Our response to 

that love is that in turn we follow 

the great commandments: to love 

God and to love our neighbour. 

 

In the cycle of the church year 

the time from November 30 to 

Christmas is known as Advent or 

the time of coming.  While we 

wait to celebrate the birth of Je-

sus, we also anticipate his second  
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George Mallory and Everest 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

On 29 May, 1953, Nepalese mountaineer Tenzing Norgay and New Zealand mountaineer Ed-

mund Percival Hillary made history by being the first climbers confirmed as having reached the 

summit of Mount Everest (Chomolungma to Tibetans).  They may, however, not have been the 

first to have summited if recent and planned expeditions are able to confirm the success of 

British mountaineers George Herbert Leigh Mallory and Andrew (Sandy) Conwyn Irvine on 

June 8, 1924; some 90 years ago last month and nearly 29 years prior to Norgay and Hillary. 

It was the dream of George Mallory to summit Everest.  The son of a clergyman, he was an 
avid oarsman and climber in his college years at Magdalene College, Cambridge.  He later 
went on to teach at Charterhouse School in Godalming, where he met and married his wife, 
Ruth, in 1914.  They had 2 daughters and a son.  He joined the Royal Garrison Artillery in 1916 
and participated in the shelling of the Somme. 
 
Mallory enjoyed climbing around the smaller peaks of the British Isles; but his first climb of con-
sequence was in the Alps, where he joined a climb with college friends.  He continued climbing 
around Europe and joined a British 1921 reconnaissance expedition to Everest and later the 
unsuccessful summit expedition in 1922.  When asked why he wanted to climb Mount Everest, 
he is famous for replying with the often repeated response:  “Because it’s there.” 
The second British summit expedition came in 1924.  It was left to George Mallory, who se-
lected as his companion, 22-year old Irvine, (a student of Chemistry at Merton College Oxford, 
and perhaps the fittest member of the expedition,) to make a last-ditch summit attempt as the 
weather was beginning to deteriorate.  It was Irvine who promoted the heretofore unheard of 
aid of bottled oxygen (still thought of then as unsportsmanlike by some members of the Royal 
Geographical Society).   
 
Their summit attempt began on June 8, and they were sighted from the base camp on June 9 

at a position below the summit, but that was the last that was seen of them.  Mallory’s body 

was found by an expedition on May 1, 1999.  A photo of his wife that he carried in his wallet 

with the promise to leave it atop Everest was missing, as was the Kodak Vest Pocket camera 

with which he intended to photograph the summit.  His damaged Borgel military watch (with 

mechanism intact) was still with his body.  The camera may be with Irvine’s body, which has 

yet to be found.  If it is, Kodak technicians are confident they can develop any exposed film 

which is in the camera, thereby solving the mystery of whether George Mallory and Sandy Ir-

vine were the first to summit Mount Everest.  (see their last camp before the summit, p.4)   

         John McIntosh, Editor 
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George Mallory and Everest 

(cont.) 

 

Sources: 
 

Archer, Jeffery.  2010.  Paths of Glory.   (a book of fiction, but an 

easy introduction to George Mallory) 

 

Breashers, David & A. Salkeld.  1999. Last Climb:  the Legendary  

Everest Expeditions of George Mallory 

 

Gillman, Peter & L.Gillman.  2001. The Wildest Dream: The Biogra-

phy of George Mallory 

 

Hemmleb, Jochen, L .A. Johnson, E.R. Simonson & W.E. Northdruft.  

1999. Ghosts of Everest: the Search  for Mallory and Irvine 

 

Mesner, Reinhold.  The Second Death of George Mallory. 

 

malloryexpedition.com 

wou.edu/las/physic/position/everest       

(both of these websites are comprehensive) 

 
NOTE:  While George Mallory was not known to be a Mason, 
he was one of the inspiring figures of the 20th Century. (ED.) 
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